SONG OF SOLOMON [Part 5]
Mature Love   (8:1 to 8:14)

25 June 2009
#5. Mature Love
Song 8:1

The Shulamite longs to publicly show her love for her beloved. However, at that time, such public show of affection and love was considered taboo. 
Similarly, being on fire for God can be very unpopular. It can draw reproach (means scar or bruise).
Psalm 69:20

Reproach has broken my heart,
And I am full of heaviness;

I looked for someone to take pity,

But there was none.

When we walk in obedience to Christ, we will get scorned and mocked at. It was the Jews, Jesus’ own people, who shamed Him. Obedience to the Father and a close communion to Him was a source of reproach for Christ. Reproach in the form of false accusation and shaming is the weapon of the enemy. 

Song 8:2

…… house of my mother = church
When we experience something good, we want to bring it back to our church.

Romans 9:3
For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my countrymen according to the flesh.

Paul wanted to bring his experience of Jesus to his people. Every time ,when we meet with Christ afresh and bring the experience back to our cell groups, our church, our own people… the anointing and the love of God will fill our church. The place of agreement is a place of power. Jesus will be glorified.

Song 8:4   This is the 3rd time she makes this statement.

Songs 2:7, 3:5   Each time, the Daughters of Jerusalem were trying to push her to do more for the Lord. She said, “Don’t push me to love more than I can.” 
For a matured believer who has experienced so much already, what else could there still be?
Truth: The more we know, the more we learn we don’t know. There will always be more to learn. 
Processes                                                               Dealings

Justification                                                             Penalty of sin
Sanctification                                                          Power of sin

Glorification                                                            Presence of sin

Martin Luther commented:  At the same time, just and sinner. We are justified but the power of sin is still in us.

Glorification , which deals with the presence of sin (until there is no more presence of sin in my life), is the cry of the saints. 

2 Cor 5: 6-8

So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 

For we walk by faith, not by sight.

We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and be present with the Lord.
Paul was one of the greatest Apostles after Christ. He has been justified. He has been sanctified. But he says he is not happy because he wants to be present with the Lord ie glorified.
Rom 8:22-23 
For we know that the whole creation groans and labours with birth pangs together until now.

Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.

When we are young , we do not like this verse as we are not ready to be home with the Lord. However, people who have walked with God for a long time long to go home to the Lord because their bodies are weak and tired.  
Philippians 3:20-21
For our citizenship is in heaven, from which w also eagerly wait for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.

Those who are more matured think about glorification. 
Song 8:5

Wilderness = testing 
There are 2 places of wilderness.

Song 3:6       Growing love stage       Tested in character and faith from within.   

                                                            Internal wilderness. Heart cleansed.

                                                            Became cleansed to be bride of Solomon.

Song 8:5       Matured love stage      Tested from without. External wilderness.

                                                           We see someone weakened. She is 

                                                           leaning on the Lord. She could not walk

                                                           on her own.

Jacob wrestled with God and became a broken man. God touched his thigh. From that time onwards, he walked with a limp. All his life afterwards, he leaned on God. 
2 wilderness experiences for :

Judah  (         Idolatry was purged from Israel to today. 
David (           running from Saul and then running from Absalom . By the
                         time David returned, he had a contrite heart( most of the great
                         Psalms were  written in the 2nd wilderness experience

Abraham and Sarah ( 2nd wilderness experience ( God brought them out of
                        their barrenness by giving them a miracle son.
Joseph (        came out of prison and into power after his 2nd wilderness
                        experience.
Moses (         first time fleeing from murder, and then the 2nd wilderness was
                        leading the Children of Israel round and round the desert.     
First wilderness deals with the sin problem.
Second wilderness deals with attitudes, pride, trust & dependency on the Lord.

By the time we are out of the 2nd wilderness, we will be leaning on our Beloved ( just leaning on God and trusting Him for everything. 

Song 8:5 b

The Lord is reflecting on her life. Even when she was unaware, the Lord was always watching over her.

Jeremiah 1:5
Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you were born I sanctified you.

Matthew 18:10
“Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you that in heaven their angels always see the face of My Father who is in heaven.”
Even though we are far from God, He  is always watching over us. Every child has a guardian angel. 
Song 8:6

“Seal” ( sign of possession or ownership 

She wants to fully belong to Him. The High Priest carries the 12 tribes on his breastplate. Similarly, our cry should be, “God, carry me in Your heart always.”
For love is as strong  as death.
When we love somebody deeply, nothing anybody says or does will change this love. Just as death is certain, so is love as strong as death.

Mature love is love till death. 

Jealousy is the only right response to have when our love is threatened. It is not a sin to be jealous. True love and jealousy go hand in hand. A mature believer will pay any price to win the love of God. A mature believer never takes love for granted. 

Proverbs 6:34-35

For jealousy is a husband’s fury; therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance.
He will accept no recompense, nor will he be appeased though you give many gifts.
Prayer: “Lord, I will never exchange loving You for anything… not for my career, family,  position, money in the bank, ministry, fame or power…” 
The flames of jealousy will make our love for God pure. Jealousy is protective of love. It will make sure nothing will take away our love for God. 

Song 8:7

Waters, floods = storms of life

When we are in love with a person, it doesn’t matter what problems we go through because of that deep love. The problems cannot quench our great love .

Love can never be sold. It has to be won. 

Song 8:8

Little sister = younger believer 

Day              = Judgment Day

The Shulamite is now concerned for the young believers under her care.

Like her, we have to be concerned how these younger ones are going to stand before God on Judgment Day…. What they are going to say…...
Question: What are we going to say when we stand before His mercy seat on Judgment Day? 

Song 8:9
“Wall” speaks of separation unto the Lord
If the young believer is willing to separate herself unto God and  be used by Him, we should help make her a mighty fortress of silver (redemption) ( help her use her gifts for God’s redemptive purpose. 
If she is a “door”  (an entrance for others to enter the Kingdom of God, then we will cover her with boards from the heavenlies (Cedars) ( cover her with prayer, spiritual power and presence.

There is a beautiful partnership of flowing with the Lord. 
We must seek the mind of God to guide the younger ones into their purpose and calling. Our aim is to help each of them develop individually so that each can reach maximum potential in her calling.There is no one size fits all.

Song 8:10

The Shulamite admitted she is a wall ( 100% separated unto God

.

Before I can lead people into a consecrated life, I , myself , must first be consecrated. 
Maturity is pouring our life into others. 
A matured person can handle both ministry and his love for God.

He has a close walk with God and understands the reproach of ministry. He is constantly pouring life into the ministry without losing his love for God.

Song 8:11

Vineyard = a place of work
“Baal Hamon” means “the Lord of a multitude”
The Shulamite sees her Lord as the Lord of the Harvest .

He leased the vineyard to keepers =he has delegated the work of the harvest to us.

‘A thousand” = 10x10x10 means perfect trials and obedience.
“Silver” means work of the cross (redemption)
A coin has 2 sides. Similarly, the cross has 2 sides:

· Internally (sins dealt with)

· Externally (willing to bear shame and reproach for the calling of God

Philippians 3:10 – 11

that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death,

if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from  the dead.
Paul is saying he must deal with what is inside so that he can carry the cross on the outside.

Song 8:12

“A thousand” speaks of “the Millennial Reign of Christ”
Rev 20:4 – 6  Paul wants to be part of the first resurrection
We are saved by grace through faith but for the millennial reign, we have to qualify for it.
The Shulamite is willing to pay the price.
“two hundred” = 2(agreement) x 10(law) x 10 (trials)

Those who have gone through extreme trials, walk in agreement with God.

Rev 17:14

These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are with Him are called, chosen, and faithful.”

These are the people who are extreme in their commitment to God.

Song 8:13
The Shulamite is now a leader to the rest.

The Lord is more in love with her than her labour.

Garden = our heart. This is the area we have to work with all our life. We have to make it a place that the Lord enjoys coming into.
Prayer: “Lord, please work in my heart so that it will always be a delightful garden to You!”
Song 8:14
Make haste , my beloved.

Rev 22:20

He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.” Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!
In Song 2:17 , mountains of Bether (Separation). Now, in Song 8:14, it is mountains of spices.
Now, in her love for the Lord, there is no more separation.

Her life is a fragrant sacrifice to the Lord. There is no fear, no shame in her relationship with the Lord.
She boldly asks the Lord to come . 

She is ready to meet Him.

The unending kingdom of love with its mountains of spices awaits lovers. May we all be part of this eternal kingdom. Amen! 
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