SONG OF SOLOMON [Part 4B]
Transforming Love (7:1 to 7:13)
25 June 2009
Last week, we looked at the 1st 3 parts of transforming love as follows:

#1. The Further Challenge of the Cross (5:2 – 5:8)

#2. The Road to Recovery                      (5:9 – 6:3)

#3. The Reassurance of the Lord           (6:4 -6:13)

#4.  More Characteristics of the Mature Believer  (7:1 7:9)         

Maturity does not come with age but with the ability to accept responsibility ( responsibility for our finances, for our life, for our ministry, for the church  . More importantly, is the responsibility for our calling and our relationship with the Lord not just for this life but for all eternity. 
We must never think we know everything. The moment we think we have arrived, we have fallen far short.

Song 7:1  The Lord is speaking to the Shulamite woman.

“Feet”  have to do with evangelism 
 Feet in sandals = readiness to preach the Gospel
Romans 10:14-15

How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? 

And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad tidings of good things!”

The Shulamite woman was complimented for her readiness to preach the Gospel. Now she has an elevated position (prince’s daughter).
…thighs ( strength of our witness

…hands of a skilful workman(There is tremendous wisdom in her soul winning work .
Song 7:2

The navel is a rounded goblet. It speaks of nourishment ; symbol of life.
…blended beverage ( wine/liquor =tremendous joy in giving birth to new converts.
… waist ((innermost being) belly is filled with wheat (bread ( the Word of God)

….lilies ( speaks of purity

Putting all these together, the believer understands what it means to travail, to be impregnated and to give birth to new believers. Her disciples are her joy and crowning glory. She is a powerful soul winner although she is not an evangelist. She disciples her converts in the purity of God’s Word. It is the Word of God and revelation that will cause disciples to come forth. Revelation comes through the price of travail and prayer. Prayer is like breathing. If we just run programs in the church without discipleship on the Word of God and prayers, then we are no different from  a community centre.
We need to get deeper in prayer and in the Word.

Song 7:3 The Lord is praising the Shulamite.

…breasts speak of faith and love (breastplate of faith and love). Her faith and love for God and people are growing. 

Songs 4:5
Growing love stage (she was receiving nourishment
Now (Song 7:3), she is ready to feed other people. 
Breasts = nurturing and feeding of the young. She has come to the fullness of her faith and her love to nurture others and minister to them. We must come to the place where we can feed people in love and in faith.
Song 7:4
….neck ( great strength in the Lord
….ivory (  result in great suffering and pain to the elephant. 
Maturity comes at a great price.

“Heshbon” (Heb.) means “clear”, “understanding”

She has very clear, wise, deep vision for her life.

“Bath Rabbim”(Heb) = Daughter of a large company
The gate of the city is a busy place with confusion and chaos. In the midst of chaos, spiritual maturity makes us stand out from the rest.

…nose speaks of spiritual discernment
We don’t just go by what we see but what we sense. Paul says that he no longer judges a person by his eyes but by his sense. We want to be able to sense by the power of the Spirit; to read the situation correctly. 
Nose like the tower of Lebanon ( a tall place ( she has developed heavenly discernment. 
Damascus is the enemy of Israel. The mature believer has wisdom, vision and discernment . She is not gullible but can discern what is happening and what the devil is plotting. 

We must know who our enemies are .

Don’t cast pearls to swine. A swine will think the pearl is food. When it starts to bite and finds it hard, it will start to attack. When we have a vision, do not share it with everyone. Not everyone will understand and we may be attacked for it. A mature believer can sense what the enemy is up to. Sometimes ,there are enemies even in the kingdom of God.

Jesus says, “Pray for your enemies.” In life there are enemies. We don’t have to get angry. We should be filled with compassion and learn to bless them

Song 7:5
Mount Carmel was where Elijah won the victory against the priests of Baal. 
This describes someone who understands God’s supernatural abilities and knows how to move in the power of the Holy Spirit.
… hair speaks of consecration. It talks about discipline and dedication to prayer and the calling. 
…purple is the colour of royalty. Her consecration has carried her up to a royal level. She carries a royal demeanour now. There is composure in her. She carries royal confidence. This is the state of a mature believer. 
…tresses = long hair . The king is captivated by her consecration. We want Jesus to be captivated by our consecution as well.
Song 7:7  The Lord praises her and likens her to a palm tree.
Palm tree is deeply rooted to the extent that even in the desert, they can still be fertile and bear green leaves.

The stature of yours is like a palm tree ( she is deeply rooted.

The life of a truly mature Christian is not dependent on outward circumstances.
 Whether we go through good times or bad times, God is always in control. A mature believer is always confident (has substance of faith)…………. I accept bad things do happen to good people, I live in a broken down world and even when God is silent, I can still trust God. I can still find treasures in the midst of darkness. I can still go on with God. God is still for me.
In Songs 2:3,the  Shulamite says her Beloved is like the apple tree. Now as she grows in maturity, it is her Lord that says she is like the apple tree -( she is becoming more and more like her Lord.
Song 7:8

She now has:

· Capacity to feed others (breasts)

· Full of anointing of the Lord (fragrance of breath)
Song 7:9
…mouth like the best wine = mouth that speaks anointed words (wine). 

As their relationship begins to develop, the backsliders (sleepers) ,seeing the Shulamite’s relationship with God, start to awaken from their slumber. 
Draw near to the Lord, grow in our character so that backsliders’ lives will be changed when they are near us because of our deep love for God.
#5. The True Labourer (7:10 –7:13)
In the earlier part of Songs, the focus is on self as seen in the use of the word, “mine”. 
Song 2:16  My beloved is MINE, and I am his. 
She has progressed in Song 6:3 but still self-centred.
Song 6:3    I am my beloved’s, And my beloved is MINE.

Song 7:10   I am my beloved’s , And his desire is toward me.

Now it doesn’t matter to her whether her beloved is hers or not . She belongs to him whatever.

Now her concern is her beloved’s desire, not her own desires. As long as the “mine” is there, I cannot be a matured believer. 
We have to enlarge our vision. It is not about us. For too long, we have a very self-centred Christianity. The promises are good. But if we only live for Deuteronomy 28, we will become very self absorbed, self centred Christians.
But if we are truly matured , we will ask:

· Am I truly desirable to the Lord? 
· Does God take delight in who I am?
· Every morning, does Jesus get excited when I wake up? 
When we live God-centred lives ,every form of self-centredness is gone.

Genesis 29  to 30
Leah had weak or squinted eyes, but Rachel was very beautiful

Jacob loved Rachel but was tricked into marrying Leah.
Out of Rachel’s fleshly work, Dan was born ( a sign of the anti-Christ.

Leah mistakenly thought that by having more children, she could win Jacob’s love. Jacob loved Rachel because she was beautiful. Jacob was smitten by Rachel’s beauty. 
I am my beloved’s and His desire is toward me…
 Why is the desire of Christ toward His bride?

It is not how hard we work, how much we give… it is the inner life in the Holy Spirit that draws the presence of Christ. It is our heart and our attitude that makes us attractive to the Lord Jesus. 
Holiness is not outward….it is the inward that makes all  the difference. 
We must make sure we have a good attitude. In The Sermon on the Mount, Jesus is making the distinction between the true Christian and the Pharisee. True spirituality is not for show. It is the beatitudes. It is the inward that will make all the difference.
Song 7:11

Now she takes the initiative  and is willing to go outside the four walls of her house with her beloved. She is no longer concerned over her job,  her security or even her life. She just wants to flow with whatever is in the Lord’s heart.
Question: If the Lord wants you to uproot your family, like Abraham ,and go to various countries for His will, will you do so willing and without hesitation? 

Let us go forth to the field. 
Our life with God is a pilgrim’s journey. This world is not my home, I am just passing through. I must not be too rooted in one place.

When we realize that this world is not our home, then it doesn’t matter which part of the world we are in. 

In Song 1:6
she had only one vineyard to tend , yet she was stressed. Now in
Song 7:12 ( many vineyards  ( shows enlargement in capacity. 
Sign of maturity : Increase in emotional, mental, psychological and spiritual capacity.

In the context of church: increase capacity is teaching Bible Studies, doing humanitarian work, planting churches, setting up Bible Schools, etc and at the same time, being a responsible parent settling the family wherever God leads family to.
Song 7:12
Let us see if the vine has budded,

Whether the grape blossoms are open,

And the pomegranates are in bloom.
There I will give you my love.
The Shulamite has a tremendous concern for the growth of her disciples. Are they bearing fruit? Are they growing  more and more in love with the Lord? Concern with fruitfulness and productivity for the kingdom of God is how we present our love for the Lord. 
The immature shows her love by communion and consecration – spending time with God, living a crucified life. This is important during the growing stage but still  immature. 
The mature shows her love by fruitfulness and productivity for the kingdom of God. It doesn’t mean we don’t spend time with God or consecrate ourselves but we must go beyond ourselves and come to a place of fruitfulness and productivity for God’s kingdom. 

Question: Are we willing to lay down our lives for others? Coming to church, cell group meetings, paying our tithes….… is just a bare minimum. Let us not water down Christianity to the bare minimum.

The whole idea of ministry is so that we do not come before God empty-handed on the day of Judgment. 
Song 7:13

Mandrakes =they are considered in some countries to be an aphrodisiac and are used to induce fertility. They are a fragrant plant with a small yellowish fruit.( Gen 30:13-14)

It is a love plant ( symbolizes intimacy and union 
Relationship between Shulamite and her beloved  brings forth great fruits of intimacy and love.
Fruits must be fresh and new. Our love relationship with God must be fresh and new. Our old decisions must mature with age. We don’t forsake fasting, prayer and the Word of God but there must be progress in these areas over time eg used to fast 12 hours, now fast 24 hours. At the same time, we make new decisions and dedications to the Lord.

There must be both freshness and maturity in our love relationship with God.
Deuteronomy 16:16

Three times a year all your males shall appear before the Lord your God in the place which He chooses: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, and at the Feast of Tabernacles; and they shall not appear before the Lord empty- handed.
In the OT, God required the Israelites to come before Him 3 times a year. No one was allowed to come empty handed. It is the same for us on Judgment day:

What we present on Judgment Day
1. Feast of Passover speaks of  salvation. 
   (How many people have I turned to Christ?)
2. Feast of Pentecost speaks of the baptism in the Holy Spirit 
   (eg,How many have I prayed for to move in the power of the Spirit?)
3. Feast of Tabernacles speaks of spiritual fullness and maturity/   

     Harvesting  

    (How many have I personally discipled into spiritual maturity?) 

When we are in love, all our actions are centred on our Beloved. May all of us desire to please our Beloved, Jesus Christ. When we stand before Him on Judgment Day, may we see Him smile and hear Him say, “Well done, my good and faithful servant. Enter into the joy of the Lord :0)”
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