SONG OF SOLOMON [Part 4A]
Transforming Love (5:2 to 6:13)
19 June 2009
There are 5 sections in this part. This week, we are only looking at the first 3 parts.
#1. The Further Challenge of the Cross (5:2 – 5:8)
The beloved is again asking the Shulamite woman to come out.
Song 5:2
I sleep, but my heart is awake: 
She is physically tired and resting but her spirit is alive and awake; always ready to do what her beloved wants her to do. Similarly, when we serve, our physical body can be weary but our spirit man is renewed day by day. 
Song 5:2
…my sister, my love, my dove, my perfect one

In church, everyone is either a sister or a brother to us. When that special someone catches our eyes, she becomes ‘my love’. When the love deepens and she is faithful in the relationship, she becomes ‘my dove’. After marriage, the process of growing in love continues until love is perfected and she becomes ‘my perfect one’.
Just like the Beloved is calling the Shulamite woman to a walk towards maturity, our Lord is also calling us to grow in maturity in our walk with Him.
Song 5:2 
For my head is covered with dew, My locks with the drops of the night: 
Mixture of sweat and dew of the night. ( Her beloved is out there working but the Shulamite woman is in the house taking a rest. 

God is always working but very often, we in the body of Christ are thinking of taking a break. God is constantly calling out to us, “Come on, there is more work to do!”

Song 5:3

 I have taken off my robe, how can I put it on again?
The Shulamite woman is saying that she is resting, and getting ready to sleep.
This may also be our reaction when God calls us to serve more as there are many people outside the four walls of the church that He wants us to reach. 
I have washed my feet, how can I defile them?
We can get so comfortable in our ‘church world’ that we are unwilling to get back into the world where the sinners are. 
(  We become unwilling to ‘defile’ ourselves….. ‘God, now that I am saved can I not go back into the world to defile myself?’ 
The Shulamite woman has become so sanctified right now that she practises isolation. She becomes inward looking. 
The desire to be spotless before God is not to be taken to the extreme, where one becomes so self-absorbed and unwilling to reach out to the world/ sinners. 
CAUTION: The work of holiness can take the place of Christ.
The Great Paradox of Holiness

We can become so absorbed with holiness and sanctification, that we are unwilling to reach out to the lost.
The God who sets us apart also tells us to go into a sinful and fallen world. 

Holiness is not how much we have separated or isolated ourselves from the world.
Holiness is obedience. It is doing what God is doing; walking in step with Him. 

Are we willing to suffer with Christ in an unclean and defiling world? We have to remember there is a fallen world out there that needs Christ.

There will always be a segment of the church who is unable to understand the need to engage the marketplace and pop culture. 

For example, The Celebrity Weekend we just had is not a youth thing. It is a ‘church thing’. 
After the celebrities have been impacted by God, they are sent back into the entertainment world to be salt and light for Christ….. in the process, they bring transformation to the world they are called to.

Song 5:4

And my heart yearned for him.
Our flesh can never understand the purposes of God. The flesh is at enmity with God. We can understand God only with our spirit (heart) and it is our spirit that yearns for God.
Not winning the lost, not going out there working with the beloved is something that the Shulamite woman knew was wrong. Yet she was unwilling to get out of her seclusion.

Song 5:6

 I opened for my beloved, But my beloved had turned away and was gone.

The spirit of God will not strive with man forever. God moves on when we are not ready. He is not hard up for us. We must be God chasers. We have got to be in the thick of the action with God.

Early stages of Christian experience, discipline comes before obedience… purpose is to provoke obedience. Example is the children of Israel’s experience in the wilderness. They had to be disciplined many times to learn obedience.
For the mature believer, usually discipline follows after the act of obedience. God wants us to follow Him with all of our heart.

Hence, even when we obey but if there is a tinge of unwillingness, He will withdraw. 
Song 5:6

 
My heart leaped up when he spoke. 

I sought him, but I could not find him; 

I called him, but he gave me no answer.
After following Christ for a while, God asks,

“Have you matured and developed godly character in you?”

“Do you know how to stand on your own even if Christ is not there with you?”

“Do you know how to flow with the Holy Spirit on your own?”
God is waiting for us to move. As we move, He moves. Revival is a work of man and of God.
Song 5:7


The watchmen who went about the city found me.     

They struck me, they wounded me;     

The keepers of the walls     

Took my veil away from me.
When we come out of our shelter, into the world, we will be ‘bruised’. There will be persecution. ‘Taking away of the veil’ speaks of humiliation. When we are in the world serving God, we must be prepared to be humiliated, persecuted. A mature believer will not let these stop him from following Christ..

The ‘watchmen’ are Christian leaders. Sometimes, we are hurt greatest by fellow Christians who do not understand what we are doing for the Lord. This is part and parcel of being a mature believer in Christ.
Song 5:8

If you find my beloved, That you tell him I am lovesick!
This is a major turning point.
In Song 2:5, initial love: the Shulamite woman needed love of God to sustain and restore her.
Early “Initial Love” stage, Christ is just a Savior.

Now, she is lovesick. She cannot live apart from her Beloved anymore.
With maturity... Christ is now Lord.

Song 5:9

Even the Daughters of Jerusalem can see a difference in the Shulamite woman.
The Lord’s Supper
1 Cor 11:17

Now in giving these instructions I do not praise you, since you come together not for the better but for the worse.

( Paul is saying there is a kind of gathering that comes together for the worse because of division!

1 Cor 11:18-19

v18 For first of all, when you come together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you, and in part I believe it. 
v19 For there must also be factions among you, that those who are approved may be recognized among you. 

( Do you sit around only with people that you like during prayer meeting and fellowship….. neglecting those with needs?

1 Cor 11:20-26

v20: Therefore when you come together in one place, it is not to eat the Lord’s Supper. 
v21: For in eating, each one takes his own supper ahead of others; and one is hungry and another is drunk. 
v22: What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and shame those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you in this? I do not praise you. 
v23: For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 
v24: and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 
v25: In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
“Take, eat; this is My body which is 
26: For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.

The ‘medicine’ for the church in overcoming division is in verses 23 to 26.
When we take Holy Communion, we are remembering what Jesus said: “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 

( We are to remember that our body is to be broken (like Christ) to serve others. In doing this, there will be no factions in the body of Christ. 

( God cares about our needs but very often He will want us to minister to others, and in turn, have our needs met by others.

The ‘perfect one’ in the progression is I ‘being broken’ to meet the needs of others; to be a blessing to others.

1 Cor 12:4-7

v4: There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
v5: There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 
v6; And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 

v7: But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:
Our need is not in the centre of the universe, God is. 

The spiritual gift that God has given to us, is for the profit of all.

There is to be unity in diversity.
V8: for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 
But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.

One body; many members. 

In the local church, my body is broken for others, and others’ bodies are broken for me. 
1 Cor 12:12-24

v12: For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. 
v13: For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. 
v14: For in fact the body is not one member but many. 
v15: If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? 
v16: And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? 
v17: If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? 

v18: But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. 
v19: And if they were all one member, where would the body be?

v20: But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. 
v21: And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 
v22: No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary. 
v23: And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty, 
v24: but our presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks it,
Each of us is important; no one is to be ignored.

Part and parcel of maturity is to live our lives for others.

1 Cor 12:24- 1 Cor 13:13

v24: but our presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks it, 
v25: that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another. 
v26: And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 
v27: Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 
v28: And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. 
v29: Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? 
v30: Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 
v31: But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way.

1 Cor 13:1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 
v2: And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 
v3: And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing. 
v4: Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 
v5: does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 
v6: does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 
v7: bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
v8: Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 

The first time ‘love’ is used is not in marriage but in the context of spiritual gifts. Everyone has a spiritual gift. We should use it to serve. This is what love is.

The more excellent way is love. ‘I am here to lay down my life for you, you are here to lay down your life for me’ ( This is how the body of Christ works.

Truth: Each of us is never equipped enough to serve alone. Hence, we need each other.
This is why the Beloved asks the Shulamite woman to come out. Her needs will only be met in her serving.
#2. The Road to Recovery (5:9 – 6:3)

After serving the Lord for a while, people will start to ask us what’s so special about our Jesus just like the Shulamite woman was asked about her Beloved. She is able to describe her Beloved. Likewise, we need to be able to describe Jesus and our experience with Him.  

Song 5:9-16

These are the 10 things which the Shulamite woman has to say about her Beloved.

V10
My beloved is white and ruddy,     

White and ruddy: healthy reddish glow on face( full of life

Jesus is the giver of life. 


v11a  
 His head is like the finest gold;  

Gold = divine / godly. In the holiest of holies, the ark is made of wood (humanity) overlaid with gold (divine)  ( picture of Jesus (100% man and 100% God) 

Head ( full of divine revelation, wisdom and understanding.

Isaiah speaks of Jesus being full of wisdom.

  

V11b
His locks are wavy,     

And black as a raven. 

Black hair speaks of strength, health, vigour and full of life.  
Is 40:30-31
Even the youths shall faint and be weary,     

And the young men shall utterly fall, 

But those who wait on the Lord     

Shall renew their strength;     

They shall mount up with wings like eagles,     

They shall run and not be weary,   

They shall walk and not faint.

Even the youth will faint and young men will fall. 
Only those who wait upon the Lord are strong.

Hair also speaks of prayer and consecration. 

v12a
His eyes are like doves    
Doves: Single focused, faithful.

The Lord is a very faithful God. He loves us with an everlasting love, His mercies for us are new every morning.

 

V12b
…… rivers of waters =refreshing presence that comes from the Holy Spirit.     
.

V12c
Washed with milk,     

And fitly set. 
Milk= Word of God.
Fitly set =orderly
The Lord is full of the Holy Spirit , Word of God and greatly balanced (‘fitly set’)


v13a   His cheeks are like a bed of spices,    
Speaks of cheeks which are colourful. When a person is in love, his cheeks blush. 

The Lord is full of love for us.

V13b
His lips are lilies,     

Dripping liquid myrrh. 
Myrrh: meekness, words of edification; not words of abuse. The Lord speaks gently

v14a    His hands are rods of gold    
Set with beryl.    

Hands = ability. 
God has divine powers in His hand, eg divine healing.
14b
His body is carved ivory    
 

Ivory is a product of pain and suffering.

Christ’s body is broken for us.

V15a
His legs are pillars of marble     
Set on bases of fine gold. 
Legs = stability    
Gold = righteousness

God is firm and steady because He is walking in righteousness. When we walk righteously,  there is nothing for us to be afraid of.

Likewise, a godly man should also be ‘steady, and down to earth’ ; don’t always be thinking loftily. Be faithful in what God has called you.
V15b
His countenance is like Lebanon,     
Excellent as the cedars. 
Jesus’ countenance is not downcast.

Lebanon speaks of spiritual elevation... full of joy, lifted, very purposeful.

v16    
His mouth is most sweet,     
‘Mouth’ literally means ‘the palate of taste’

Everything that comes out of the mouth of God is sweet.

Contrasts these to Pro 6:16-17

V16
These six things the Lord hates,     

Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: 
    
A proud look,     

A lying tongue,     

Hands that shed innocent blood, 
v17
A heart that devises wicked plans,     
Feet that are swift in running to evil, 

V18  
A false witness who speaks lies,     
And one who sows discord among brethren.

Song 6:1-2

If we can describe Jesus through our ‘ginosko’, everybody will want to know Him as well.

   v2
My beloved has gone to his garden,     

To the beds of spices,     

To feed his flock in the gardens,     

And to gather lilies.

God is always found in His garden, a place where He’s shepherding his people. (the church) God’s plan is never to save us and isolate us. He calls us out to shepherd with Him.
V3
I am my beloved’s,     

And my beloved is mine.     

He feeds his flock among the lilies.

( I now belong to the Lord. I am ready to go where He is and do what He is doing. Understands 1 Cor 11.; His body is broken for me , mine broken for others and others for me.
Turning point for the believer.
Contrasts this with 2:16

My beloved is mine, and I am his.     

He feeds his flock among the lilies.

( Attitude: ‘My Beloved is mine’ … self-centred.
#3  Reassurance of the Lord (6:4 – 13)

From v4, it is no longer we describing Jesus, but Jesus describing us!

V4 
O my love, you are as beautiful as Tirzah,    

Lovely as Jerusalem,     
Awesome as an army with banners! 

Tirzah and Jerusalem were beautiful places where Solomon had his residences.

The Shulamite woman is increasingly identifying herself with her Beloved. As a result, she is more and more like her Beloved.

Similarly in a marriage, the longer a couple is married to one another, the more they will look like one another. The longer we experience God, the more we will look like Him.
A wife will become more beautiful because of the love her husband has for her.
Awesome as an army with banners! Jesus to Shulamite woman: Your love is so strong!


v5    
Turn your eyes away from me,     

For they have overcome me.     

God is saying that our love for Him is too overwhelming!

V6
Your teeth are like a flock of sheep     

Which have come up from the washing;     

Every one bears twins,     

And none is barren among them. 

Teeth = able to chew and eat ‘solid meat’.
The Shulamite is now more mature so she is able to live out the Word of God.
‘Twins’: 

( She understands every aspect of the doctrine of God, balanced understanding of the WOG. Understands the purpose of God and the character of God.

( Knows how to operate in the spiritual and natural; well-balanced and mature.
Similarly, we are to prosper in dual dimensions : spiritually and naturally.

v7
Like a piece of pomegranate     

Are your temples behind your veil. 
‘Pomegranate’ speaks of love. 

‘Veil’: Head

The Shulamite woman loves God with all her mind. (and also with all heart, soul and strength)

v8
There are sixty queens     
And eighty concubines,     
And virgins without number.
The use of the words, queen, concubines and virgins ,are to indicate the different levels of relationship with the king.
A Queens has a special relationship with the king. 

A Concubine has a distant relationship with the king.

Virgins are just people ‘out’ there. 

V9
 
God looks at us individually even in a church context. 

V10
Who is she who looks forth as the morning,     
Fair as the moon,    
Clear as the sun,     
Awesome as an army with banners? 
The Shulamite woman is now shining as a mighty witness for her Beloved. She is called out of the darkness into God’s marvellous light. She is no longer walking like people of the world.

v11
I went down to the garden of nuts    
 To see the verdure of the valley,     
To see whether the vine had budded     
And the pomegranates had bloomed. 
Verdure = green vegetation
Now, the Shulamite woman is taking the initiative to go to the garden. She begins to be fruit-minded. Maturity is not looking out for self, but for others. ‘fruit-minded’ = wanting to see my disciples and ministry bearing fruit. Wants to raise up the next generation of leaders.


v12
As the chariots of my noble people. 
The Beloved and His Friends 
My noble people’ (Heb. Amminadib) means ‘My people of a willing heart’.

As we walk with God, we will realise that there is an army of people who loves God and are willing to lay down their lives for Him.

V13a
Return, return, O Shulamite;     
Return, return, that we may look upon you!

As we mature in Christ, people from all over the world will want to come to ‘see’ us, since they have heard of our faith and fervency for God. 

V13b
What would you see in the Shulamite—     

As it were, the dance of the two camps?
‘Shulamite’ in Hebrew means  ‘the princess of peace’
“The dance of the two camps” in Heb. is Mahanaim ( moving in step

This word is found in Gen 32:1-2 

V1: So Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. 
v2: When Jacob saw them, he said, “This is God’s camp.” And he called the name of that place Mahanaim.
( Camp of the angels meets the camp of men.

When we walk in step with God, we will look like the army of God.

Recap: Part of understanding maturity is knowing my body is broken for others. Hence, we have to ‘come out’ and work with God so that all will benefit from the gifts that God has given me ----( transforming love
God will meet my needs though someone else. It is about us giving of ourselves to one other. 

In Romans 1, Paul wrote to the believers in Rome even before he went there.

Paul had been longing to go to Rome to preach the gospel to them. However, he had been hindered again and again.

Romans 1: 1-2, 14-17

v1: For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you may be established—
v2: that is, that I may be encouraged together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me.

v14: I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise. 
v15: So, as much as is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also. 
v16: For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 
v17: For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.”

When I am a debtor, I ‘owe’ the gospel of Christ to the unbelievers…..I owe it to them to keep reaching out until they hear the gospel.
Paul lived his life as though he were a debtor to everyone ( mark of a mature believer in Christ
How are you going to live your life when you understand that you ‘owe’ the whole world the gospel of Jesus Christ? Are you going to stop reaching out just because someone tells you that he is not going to be a Christian? 

We are washed , cleansed and then sent back to the world so that we can make a difference.
If we love God, we will love what He loves. God loves His people. 
God is not going to wait forever for us to come out. 
Do we live for a religious purpose, or do we live for Christ?

Are we burdened for what He is burdened with?

Do we move to a place where we will say, “God, I live for you. I want to be like you, united with you.”
Song 5:2  …..my sister, my love, my dove, my perfect one.
Let’s move on in our walk with our Lord to the point where we are lovesick for Him and He will say to us ,” You are ‘My perfect one’ because your body is broken for others .”
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