SONG OF SOLOMON [Part 3]
Growing Love (3:6 to 5:1)
12 June 2009

There are 4 Sections in this part.
#1. The Believer’s Union with God (3:6 -11)

Song 3:6

Wilderness: place of God’s testings and trials: It is the place where you feel alone and dry.
Smoke is released only through the existence of fire ( the Holy Spirit has been doing a work in the life of the Shulamite woman.

Mat 3:11-12
…..He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
Mat 3:13

…and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.

The HS wants to baptize us with fire to burn away the ‘chaft” ie. Worthless things. We have worthless things in our lives that hinder us from seeking righteousness and eternity.
Isaiah 4:4
…spirit of judgment and by the spirit of burning.

The HS comes in pillars of smoke to purge away the impurities and uncleanliness in us.
Pillars speaks of strength. Pillars of smoke = thick smoke

Smoke speaks of the baptism of the HS. 
Thick smoke = the HS is dealing with the believer very strongly.
Are you willing to pay the price to know Jesus not just as your Saviour but as your Lord as well?

God will deal with us strongly in the ‘growing love’ stage.

Luke 4:1   After Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit, He was led by the Spirit into the wilderness. 
Same for the children of Israel. At Mt Sinai, the Lord came to them in a thick cloud and they were led into the wilderness.

Same for us. There are always wilderness experiences in our walk with God.
God uses wilderness as a place to test us, to teach us faith and develop endurance
and perseverance .
God is more interested in our character than our comfort.
God wants to deal with us. The moment we are baptised in the HS, there is going to be a wilderness experience.

There is no way to get from Egypt to the promised land, without going through the wilderness. Truth: There isn’t any other way.
“Wilderness”: (Heb. midbar) means speech
God speaks to us in the wilderness. Jesus spent 40 days praying and fasting in the wilderness.
God humbles and purifies us in the wilderness.

Wilderness can last for days or even years, depending on how quickly we learn our lesson.
Deuteronomy 1:2 

It takes  eleven days to go from Horeb to Kadesh Barnea by way of Mount Seir.

The promise land was only 11 days away, but it took the Israelites 40 years because they were rebellious and had unbelief. They were unwilling to learn the lessons that God was teaching them. Don’t keep marching around Mount Sinai!

Our goal is to go through the wilderness and emerge victorious ; to become a better person and not a bitter one; to be filled with faith and not be cynical. In other words, to be TRANSFORMED. This is God’s desire for us as well. 
As we walk through the wilderness successfully, we are going to be: 

Song 3:6
Perfumed with Myrrh and frankincense.

Myrrh speaks of the attitude of meekness.
Frankincense  is  taken from the inward part of the bark of a tree, which when burnt, releases  fragrance.
“Frankincense” speaks of genuine faith that comes through the fire.
1 Pet 1:7
That the genuineness of your faith , being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire,  may be found to praise, honour,  and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ.
Genuineness of your faith: We can have a faith that is not genuine, but self-centred.

We must learn to abase, not just abound.

Gideon’s army: God reduced his army of 32,000 to 300 because the genuine faith of these 300 was enough to defeat the enemies.

God can only develop our meekness and faith in the hard places, therefore, don’t get upset when we are going through hard places.
Isaiah 45:3
………treasures of darkness and hidden riches of secret places….

God wants to give us treasures during times of hardship. Don’t come out of trials empty-handed. Don’t waste your painful experiences!
Luke 4:14 Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee.

After His wilderness experience, Jesus had the power of the Spirit.

Similarly, God wants to give us treasures and anointing that we have never experienced before but we must be willing to go through the wilderness.

Let’s humble ourselves before our Lord and allow Him to develop meekness in us.
Song 3:6   Merchant’s fragrant powders
Mat 13:45-46
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it.
The Kingdom Of God is like a person; a merchant, who is willing to sacrifice all just to get it.
To be who God wants her to be, the Shulamite woman must be willing to pay the price. In the previous stage, ‘faltering love’, she was unwilling. She wanted the comfort of the house and the religion that she received.
Luke 14:27
And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.
There are two crosses in everybody’s life : 
1. The cross of calvary (one belonging to Jesus)
2. Our own cross (one belonging to us)
The first is a legal death, a death to the penalty of sin. 
The second is a moral death, a death to the power of sin.
That’s why Christians who do not carry their own cross (the second cross) will still struggle with acts of sin.

Martin Luther: At the same time, just and sinner.
When we are converted, we are justified, but at the same time, still a sinner in a sense that the power of sin is still at work in our life.
I died to sin(in Christ) once at conversion, I die to self (like Christ ) daily. 
Gal 5:19-21
Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practise such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

Paul was cautioning the Christians in Galatia that they might not inherit the kingdom.
We must therefore be careful of the concept: “Once saved, always saved”

The consequence of works of the flesh is that we will not inherit the kingdom.
Gal 5:24

And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires

.
If we want to be a disciple of Jesus, we have to carry our cross (die to self).
Rom 6:6
Knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.
We can be genuine converts and still struggle with secret sins.
Conversion deals with the penalty of sin.

Sanctification deals with the power of sin. 
Sanctification is a daily process until we meet Jesus face to face.

Sanctification= to be holy, to be more like God (deals with the power of sin). 
Sanctification is the reason for our going through wilderness experiences, attending church service, cell group meeting, prayer meeting, etc. 

God wants to break the power of sin in our lives on a daily basis.

The Key: Rom 6:6
“Knowing this” (Gr. Ginosko) means to “know by experience” ie.
experiential knowledge. 

We got to personally experience the ‘dying to self’.

It is vital for us to meet with God and to know that our old man is crucified with Christ. Our Christian life must be a progressive experience with God, filled with encounter after encounter with Jesus Christ. This is the only way for us not to backslide. 
Song 3:7 
Solomon’s couch = chair carried on poles by the people.

 Mat 11:30  For my yoke is easy and My burden is light.

There are two burdens: 

1. Personal and 

2. Christ’s

Part of loving Christ is to serve. However, it will be difficult if we serve Him without the power of the Holy Spirit.

“Sixty”: 6 x 10

6   : Number of man (God created Adam on the 6th day)

10: Number of testing Rev 2:10 and also represents the 10 commandments

Man who has been tested and found to be totally obedient to the commandments of God = a person who loves God

John 14:15    If you love Me, keep My commandments.
Song 3:8
Sword = Symbol of the WOG (Word of God)
Sword on the thigh = State of preparedness and alertness.

Fear in the night: Wilderness experiences bring forth fear.
We will meet great opposition in the wilderness, and we have got to be prepared when it is time for us to fight.

Baptism in the Holy Spirit is for us to develop our spiritual armour .There are giants in the land for us to slay, that is why we must learn how to fight.
In the wilderness, learn to fight our sin, fear, financial and other problems, instead of complaining.

God spoke to Pastor Kong on how to have a breakthrough in Taiwan: 

-Teach faith and HS to the Christians

-Penetrate the campuses and win the youths. They will bring strength to the church

-Engage the culture of Taipei i.e. Cultural mandate

When he obeyed, he faced a period of darkness (opposition, persecution), a time of testing .Examples of opposition: Demonic dreams and oppression.
Song 3:7 
Couch: a type of royal Sedan chair which formed part of the regal cavalcade characterising wedding processions at that time.
 Soloman was ready to marry  the Shulamite woman. She had gone through the wilderness, tested by fire and emerged victorious. Hence, she was now ready to be married.
Babes in Christ love to hear blessings all the way.
But the truth is, persecution, suffering and trials are part and parcel of a Christian’s life. 
2 Tim 2:11-12
This is a faithful saying:

For if we died with Him, we shall also live with Him.

If we endure, we shall also reign with Him.
To reign with Christ, we must go through trials

1 Pet 2:21

For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 
example, that you should follow His steps.

To follow the example of Christ, we must be willing to suffer and go through
 wilderness experiences.

Heb 5:8   ..though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. 

There is no short cut to obedience.

Rom 6:5
For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection.
Those who are the most powerful are those who went through the greatest suffering.

#2 The Characteristics Of A Matured Believer (4:1 – 6)
1. “Dove’s eyes” speaks of faithfulness.

2. “Hair” speaks of :

· consecration & obedience

· submission
3. “Teeth” speaks of ability to appropriate
Hebrews 5:13
For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe.

Hebrews 5:14

But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil
Ps 1:1-3
Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful;

But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night.
He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.

4. “Lips are like a strand of scarlet” speaks of redemptive words
Ps 50:23 (KJV)

Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me: and to him that ordereth his conversation aright  will I show the salvation of God.

5. “Temples like pomegranate” speaks of love
6. “Neck” speaks of strength
7. “Two breasts” speaks of faith and love.
Song 4:6 
The Shulamite woman speaks. The 1st 2 lines are similar to 2:17

She acknowledges that she is far from perfect. It is always wise to stay small in our own eyes.

James 4:10
Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.
Humility is an attitude that you have to adopt for yourself, God will not make you humble.
Rom 7:14     …but I am carnal, sold under sin.

Carnal: Fleshly and sinful nature. Though he is saved, Paul still admits his failings (note the present tense). Only the religious are self-righteous and confident. 
Humility is the key to greatness. Humility is not a denial of our strength but the ability to acknowledge our weakness. 
Rom 7:24

O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?

If we want to have true repentance (repentance that will last), there must be godly sorrow. When we really feel wretched about our sin, it means we have godly sorrow. 

Godly sorrow is a result of spiritual brokenness. 
Ps 51:17
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and contrite heart – these, O God , You will not despise.

There is a spiritual brokenness that comes with the working of God in our life (not just because of the wrong things we have done), example: Mary anointing Jesus with spikenard after breaking the bottle.

We may carry the anointing but the anointing cannot flow out if our ‘body’ is not broken. 
The difference between a matured Christian and a baby Christian:
Baby Christian: Thin skin and thick heart; easily offended by others and unable to hear from God even if He shouts.

Matured Christian: Thick skin and thin heart; can be persecuted, criticised, yet easily touched by God.

The person who is unbroken is filled with self-love.

How are we to be broken before God?

We cannot dictate the timing or the means, or how long it is going to last. We just have to endure it. It is the work of God and usually happens through a great trial and testing. We may be publicly shamed and may lost everything -( totally losing confidence in our own ability and intelligence ---(come to a realisation that apart from God, we can do nothing --( total dependence on God.
Out of this brokenness, comes a new anointing. 
Song 4:6 
Mountain of myrrh = Mountain of meekness, bitterness and suffering. It is never easy to scale up a mountain; it requires us to use our hands and be on our  feet and knees. Humility is the key to elevation. 
frankincense = faith 

When God moulds us, He is producing His faith in us.
We have to climb the mountain of suffering and faith. 

Isaiah 50:10-11
Who among you fears the Lord?

Who obeys the voice of His Servant

Who walks in darkness and has no light?

Let him trust in the name of the Lord 

And rely upon his God.

Look, all you who kindle a fire,

Who encircle yourselves with sparks;

Walk in the light of your fire and in the sparks you have kindled ---

This you shall have from My hand:

You shall lie down in torment.
God allows us to go through seasons of darkness in our walk with Him. During such times of darkness, if we use our own light, i.e. take shortcuts instead of trusting in Him, we will miss what God wants to produce in our life i.e. faith and a new level of anointing. If we choose to ignore God during such times, we will ultimately lie down in torment.
#3: The Call to the Heavenliest (4:7 – 15)

Song 4:7   You are all fair…and there is no spot in you.
The purpose of testing and trials is to work out God’s purity on the inside of us. 
Eph 5:27
That He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.
Job 23:10   
But He knows the way that I take; When He has tested me, I shall come forth as gold. 

Song 4:10
Now it is her beloved speaking. He is also in love with her. When we come to this place, like the Shulamite woman, we will carry the presence of God. God smells ‘the scent of your perfumes’. 
Song 4:11
Immature Christians talk like rapid streams of water. The matured is measured in their words.

Honey = the sweetness of God’s word


Milk = Oracles of God that are words of encouragement to the people under our care.

Song 4:12
Garden: A place to enjoy. We are like paradise to God, He enjoys coming to us. Does God say to you, “I love to enter into your presence, I am so thankful to be in your presence?”

Song 4:13-14 9 spices mentioned here, they correspond to the nine fruit of the HS in Gal 5:22-23
                      Pomegranate                                           love

                      Henna                                                      Joy

                      Spikenard                                                Peace

                      Saffron                                                     Longsuffering

                      Calamus                                                  Gentleness

                      Cinnamon                                                Goodness

                      Frankincense                                           Faith

                      Myrrh                                                        Meekness
                      Aloes                                                       Temperance (self-control) 

Song 4:15     The Lord declares His satisfaction. 
#4: The Steadfast Love of the Believer (4:16 – 5:1)

Song 4:16
The north wind is very harsh. The Shulamite woman is now more matured. It is okay as she is able to take it.
Without breaking the bottle (harsh act), the fragrance of the spikenard will not be able

to flow out. Similarly, without the cold, harsh experiences which give rise to spiritual
brokenness in us, the fragrance and anointing of Christ within us will not flow out of us. 

If we want to experience the power of resurrection, we must be prepared to go through
the sufferings that come with it.
South wind: warm =sweet experiences

Combination of north and south wind = anointing flows through bitter sweet 

experiences. Thrill of victory and agony of defeat.

Don’t let your faith in God be shipwrecked. Always remember, God loves you.
Song 5:1
Are the 9 fruits of the Spirit evident in your life? You come to a stage whereby you are not just a blessing to the Lord, but a blessing to those around, to the world. 
CHC cannot just be a local church; it must be a blessing to the whole world. 

In our Christian walk, there are 2 kinds of dedication: 
1. Dedication of the growing believer.
We are learning to commit, but still at the receiving end e.g. God, bless me ….→
I-me-myself mentality

2. Dedication of the matured believer.
No longer receiving, but giving. Offering our life back to Jesus for His use E.g. God,
come and use me to be a blessing…..
It is more blessed to give than to receive.
Ephesians is a book of prayer.

Eph 3:16 - 19

Paul was speaking to Christians who were already baptized in the HS. He shares 
about ongoing baptism in the HS. There is a greater experience in Christ, besides
getting saved etc. 
Width of God’s love  =  How accepting is God of all people!

Length of God’s love =  How patient and longsuffering is the love of God!
Depth of God’s love = How much and deeply God loves us!
Height of God’s love: How much God wants to make us great!
Let’s come to the place where like Habakkuk, we will say… 
Habakkuk 3:17 – 19

Though the fig tree may not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines;

Though the labor of the olive may fail, and the fields yield no food;

Though the flock may be cut off from the fold, and there be no herd in the stalls ---

Yet I will rejoice in the Lord.

I will joy in the God of my salvation.

The Lord God is my strength;

He will make my feet like deer’s feet, And He will make me walk on my high hills.

There are steps to this fullness. It is not immediate.
· Open our heart to Him

· Allow God to have access to our garden.

· Allow God to remove the little foxes and big foxes from our life e.g., pride and love for self.

· Climb up the mountain of myrrh and hill of frankincense

Then, God will fill us.
Eph 3:20
Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that works in us.

May we all be like Job who can confidently say,” When He has tested me, I shall

come forth as gold.” The only way to emerge victorious from the tests in the

wilderness is to  know (‘ginosko’) Christ more and more each day and grow in our love

for Him. Amen!
