SONG OF SOLOMON [Part 2]
Faltering Love (2:8 – 3:5)
5 June 2009

After being refreshed by the Lord, the Shulamite enjoys His presence so much that she just wants to be with Him alone. She confines herself to her own home. Part 2 opens up with a fresh visitation and revelation from the Lord.

2:8  The voice of my beloved! She could recognize the voice of her Lord.

John 10:27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.
Sheep=mature believer. Only mature believers can discern the voice of the Lord.

Mountains=obstacles/ separation. 

Leaping over mountains, skipping upon the hills=picture of Jesus overcoming all obstacles and separation to draw us to Him. Nothing will separate us from the love of God.

Skipping=grace and ease.

Jesus comes to us with grace and ease. Nothing is too difficult for God.
2:9  The Lord is compared to a gazelle. Gazelle is a slender antelope that is noted for its beauty, grace and gentleness. It is a swift runner. Part of the deer family.
Ps 22 Psalm of David. Set to “The Deer of the Dawn”.

Deer  = type of Christ
Dawn speaks of resurrection

Deer of the Dawn = the resurrected Christ

Our wall…wall that separates the Shulamite from her beloved.

In Part 1, she was burnt out. When she got touched by the Lord’s love again, she enjoys Him so much that she does not want to share her beloved with others. She does not want to serve again; she does not want to go through a period of spiritual dryness again. She builds a wall, wanting to keep the Lord to herself. However, by doing so, the Lord is standing behind the wall, looking through the window. 
Very often, as young believers, we are very excited about everything. Our faith is simple and the Lord seems to answer all our prayers. Everything seems smooth going. We start to serve but doing it out of our flesh(depending on our own strength and ability). Over time , we get burnt out.

Service must flow out of our worship. This is the only way to prevent a burnt out.

When the Lord refreshes and revives us, He wants us to get out of our comfort zone as He has plans to bring us to another level. We are not supposed to build a wall enclosing ourselves in . His church is without walls.
The difference between a young believer and a matured believer is the ability to find a balance. Balance is the key of life. A mature believer serves the Lord but knows when to pull back and find time to build his relationship with the Lord.
Stand=posture of activity. Our Lord is always walking and doing something.

The wall ends up enclosing the Shumalite  on the inside and shutting the Lord outside. He’s looking through the window.

Christian life is not about enjoying God for oneself . It is obeying God and extending His kingdom.

2:10 – 14 The Lord tells the Shulamite that things have changed.  If she does not come out, she will not see the changes.

2:10  Her Beloved refuses to enter the house or give in to her passivity. Just like a believer asking God to let him be in his comfort zone, God will not give in to his passivity. God is more interested in molding our character than for us to be comfortable.

When we go through a dark period in our life, keep walking , walking, walking with our Lord. Do not stop walking with Him.

Ezekiel 37:1-2 Dry bones in the valley. When we stop walking with the Lord in the valley(low point of our life) ( dry out and die spiritually.

Prov 4:18 But the path of the just is like the shining sun, 

                that shines ever brighter unto the perfect day.

Christian growth is progressive revelation of Jesus Christ.
Do a periodic spiritual check up on our walk with the Lord.

The Lord says, ”Rise up and come away.” The Lord wants us to keep moving forward  with Him and to overcome new challenges in our life ; to come away and experience the resurrected life.
Valley identifies with the death of Christ.

With every challenge we face, always look for the resurrection.

The Lord wants to teach us 4 things:

1. The Power of Resurrection Life
…leaping and skipping.. nothing is too difficult.
2. The Abundance of Resurrected Life

Our life goes through seasons , similar to the  4 seasons in nature.

Winter

Cold, gloomy. Not conducive for growth. Not productive. Spiritually, it is a time of testing.

The Shulamite is experiencing the winter of her spiritual life. She builds a wall around herself.She closes herself in her home.

Good news: Spring will surely follow winter. Every death is followed by a resurrection.

2:11  The rain is over and gone. The rain of winter is not refreshing. Rain comes from the sky becomes snow or hail during this time. No positive work can be done during this time.

Isaiah 55:10  For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, 

                      And do not return there, but water the earth,

                      And make it bring forth and bud,

                     That it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater. 

The rain in winter is to tenderize the soil. God does not waste any experiences we have. During time of testing, heart is most tender.  This makes us more yielded to Him. God is getting us ready for spring.

 Ps 65:10  … soft with showers….

God wants to do something new in our life but the ground (our heart) must be loosen / soft before the seed (His Word) can take root and grow.
Hosea 10:12  Break up your fallow ground, For it is time to seek the Lord,

                       Till He comes and rains righteousness on you.

The Holy Spirit hovers over us,waiting for hearts to be ready to receive the Word.

2:12  Time for joy and fruitfulness. Flower always comes before the fruit. Time to be productive.

2:13  Green figs are winter fruits. They remain on branch during winter time and stay through till spring comes.

When we go through the winter of our life, God is already working to produce fruit in our lives.

God says with more insistence this time, “Rise up and come away!”

It is time to come out of our comfort zone. Sometimes we can be hurt or traumatized ; we want to withdraw from fellowship and serving. God wants us to overcome this. Hence, He woos us to come away.
3. The Call of the Cross
2:14 … cleft of the rock .

Ceft = brokenness

Rock = Jesus

Cleft of the rock = the cross, the death of Jesus

As believers, we will go through same experience that Jesus had gone through.

Romans 6:5
For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection.
Winter is dark  -( identifies with Jesus’ death on the cross.

Christianity is about identifying with Jesus. ….. His death, burial, resurrection ,ascension and all other aspects of His life… His benevolence, 40 days in the wilderness tempted by the devil……etc…

We are to identify with every aspect of His life. Good news: at the end of the day, whatever stage of life we are at, we will have resurrection and ascension.

The Shulamite  is like a dove hiding in the cleft of the cliff, afraid to go out.The Lord is calling her to get out.

Why must God allow us to go through the likeness of His death ie trials, testings?

Romans 6:6 knowing this that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.

It is to break the power of sin over our life so that we are no longer slaves of sin.

We learn obedience by the things we suffer. Over time, we no longer struggle so strongly with sin as  in the earlier days.

** Conversion deals with the PENALTY of sin.
At conversion, our sins are dealt with by Jesus on the cross. We are saints because our sins are forgiven.

** Sanctification deals with the POWER of sin.
This is an ONGOING process. Sin has lesser and lesser power over us  as we draw nearer and nearer to God.

** Glorification (day we have a new body) deals with the PRESENCE of sin.
When we have a new body like Christ’s, there will be no more presence of sin.

Galatians 5:19-21  …works of the flesh…
Galatians 5:24

And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
This crucifixion of the flesh is not automatic. IT IS A PROCESS.

‘Cliff’ in Hebrew = stairs

Our victory over our flesh is often done in secret(‘secret covenants’ with God) and we move from glory to glory and faith to faith, like climbing up stairs.
2:14  God is encouraging her.

If going through a down period ( keep on showing up in church, cg.
God wants to build our character so that we are dependable as a person. He wants to ensure we have the character to sustain the position He’s preparing for us. We will not be quitters.
4. The Removal of Hindrances

2:15  When fruits begin to grow in our life, things like foxes are going to destroy our fruits. We have to be very watchful.

Distinguish between:
Foxes = the grown up ones. matured
Little foxes
Bad habits in our life begin as ‘little foxes’. If we do not deal with these, they become foxes which settle in our spiritual life and destroy our vines.
John 15:5

I am the vine , you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.

To abide in Jesus, we have to watch out for the little foxes and foxes. These will destroy the life we have with God and the fruits we produce.

If we have position but no godly character to uphold it -( downfall.

Do not be a ‘firework’ Christian who ‘frizzles’ away as soon as he is lifted up

Do not let pride, greed, bad habits etc destroy our fruit. The fruit may not be mature yet but just tender grapes…very vulnerable to being destroyed.
If huge fox, may need deliverance because the sin has become a stronghold in our life.

Eccl 10:1 As dead flies cause even a bottle of perfume to stink, so a little 
                foolishness spoils great wisdom and honor.

Stay humble and yielded before the Lord. Don’t become presumptuous. Watch thelittle foxes… the bad habits.
1 Cor 5:6-8 (NLT)
Your boasting about this is terrible. Don’t you realize that this sin is like a little yeast that spreads though the whole batch of dough?

Get rid of the old ‘yeast’ by removing this wicked person from among you. Then you will be like a fresh batch of dough made without yeast, which is what you really are. Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed for us. 

So let us celebrate the festival, not with the old bread of wickedness and evil, but with the new bread of sincerity and truth. 

Walk in humility, sincerity and truth.

God works in our life by 1) drawing us close to Him and then 2) washes and cleanses us.

During the last supper, the Lord first had fellowship with His disciples and then He washed their feet.
If we reverse the order, we will not want to come to church because we will feel we are not good enough to be in God’s presence. 
As believers, we cannot expect unbelievers to be holy before they are saved. Do not judge a person outwardly. Love him and regard him as a precious soul loved by God. As God touches him, the change will come with time in God’s presence.

2:16  My beloved is mine, and I am his.  Compare this to :

6:3    I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine.

Note the order changes as the Shulamite grows in maturity.

Faltering love is not matured but self-centred. When we first come to the Lord He is our Savior, our provider……it is all about us and what He can do for us.
A matured believer says, “ I am a slave of Jesus. It is no longer my will but Yours be done, Lord. It is no longer about me but it is all about You and Your kingdom.”

Phil 2:13  …for it is God who works in you both to will and to do For His good pleasure.

Many believers want the blessings of God for their own good pleasure and not God’s.

2:16   lilies =purity
The Lord feeds His people when there’s hunger and purity. The experiences that the Shulamite  goes through are to bring out the purity in her .
2:17 The Shulamite is still indoors. She is still not ready to come out of her house. She asks her beloved to come back the next morning.

God knows and understands our hesitation in taking that step of faith but He will not stop wooing us to step out.

Mountains of Bether = Mountains of separation.

God is saying, “I want you to be separated from the old life of sin; things that are pulling you down.”

What are some of the things God wants us to be separated from? Let’s look at Abraham.

“Letting go of the ‘old wineskin’”
Abraham                                                                      How it applies to us
1. He has to let go of Lot.                           1.Things we love eg our job, hobbies , 

                                                                      Ministry, etc

2. He has to let go of Ishmael.                    2.Our past failures and mistakes. 

3. He has to let go of Isaac.                        3.Our greatest pride and joy.

3:1 The Shulamite got lovesick by night. When her beloved comes, she says, “Go, I’m not ready.” When her beloved goes off, she says, “Yes, please come.” It is really like the children of Israel who had faltering love for the Lord.

3:2  I will arise now..

       City = type of the kingdom of God.

       Where can God be found? Only in His kingdom. To see Him and find Him, 
       we must use kingdom methods like prayer, fasting, Word of God. 

3:3  watchmen = the leaders in the kingdom of God
Our leaders cannot help us in our personal seeking after God . There are certain sacrifices that we and we alone have to make. How much we want of God is up to us.
3:4 God allows Himself to be found by her. He draws near to us as we draws near to Him. God loves to play Hide-and-Seek with us. He hides so that He can be found.

When the Shulamite found her beloved, she will not let him go again. She lost him once. She will not lost him again.
She brought him back to the confines of her home. She still has not learned her lesson.

3:5 . This verse is a repeat of 2:7

Still saying.”Do not ask me to do something that I am not ready for.”

God does not force us . It is always according to our faith, let it be to us.

Our walk with God is very fluid…with ups and downs. God understands we are weak vessels. Similarly, Jesus (Bridegroom)knows and understands that the church (His bride) is a weaker vessel.

Faltering love : Inner struggle to lean on the Holy Spirit. Sometimes doubt arises and we question, ‘God, if I do what Your Word say , will You really come through for me?’

Paul cried out in frustration in Romans 7:24  :

O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?
Body of death= our flesh

Phil 3:10

…that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.
Know=Gk  ginosko  = experience

Not just to know God in my head but to experience Him in my life.

Fellowship of His Sufferings

1. The pain of discipline. (eg prayer, fasting, being accountable )

2. The pain of separation from friends.

3. The pain of disappointments.(eg seemingly unanswered prayers)

4. The pain of obedience. (sanctify my relationship, biz)

5. The pain of accusation. (feeling of betrayal)

Jesus went through the whole extreme of the human experience so that he can identify with all that we are going through.
2 Tim 2:11-12

..For if we die with Him, we shall also live with Him.

If we endure, we shall also reign with Him.


God is not raising us up to be ordinary people but to be  kings who will reign and rule with Him.

1 Peter 2:9

But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.

God is calling out to each of us , “Rise up, my love and come away!” 
Get out of our comfort zone! He wants us to experience Him in the following areas:

1. The power of Resurrection Life.

2. The Abundance of Resurrection Life

3. The Call of the Cross

4. The Removal of Hindrances.
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