SONG OF SOLOMON [Part I]   
Initial Love (1:2 – 2:7)
29 May, 2009

This book describes the love relationship between Christ and the believer.
Eph 5:25

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her.

David is a type of Christ that had come = 1st coming of Christ

Solomon is a type of the Christ that will come = 2nd coming of Christ

Solomon = type of Christ

Shulamite woman= type of church, believer
Daughters of Jerusalem=immature believers

This book shows the progression of a believer’s spiritual life but it does not begin at conversion. It describes a person coming back to the Lord after a period of backsliding and burnt out. 
1:1   1 Kings 4:32 Solomon spoke 3,000 proverbs and wrote 1,005 songs. 
The Song of Solomon is his best.

1:2   ….kisses of his mouth =longing for something intimate. She is overwhelmed by the love of the Lord.
Wine =type of joy

Judges 9:13 …Should I cease my new wine, which cheers both God and men…?

All the joys of the world cannot be compared to the joy of the Lord.

Ps 51:12   Restore to me the joy of Your salvation.

Ps 4:7       You have put gladness in my heart,

                 More than in the season that their grain and wine increased.

The  Israelites were farmers. There was no greater joy than a great harvest and wine. Yet the gladness that the Lord put within a believer’s heart exceeds all these.
1:3  Messiah = Kristos =anointed one. Christ carries the anointing of heaven.

Ps 45:8    (Jesus smells like this)

All your garments are scented with myrrh and aloes and cassia…..
Myrrh       bitter in taste. An embalming spice. Myrrh speaks of willingness to

                 suffer and die. Attitude of meekness we should carry.

Aloes        herb given by God which is to be specially set aside for making

                 anointing oil. Speaks of dedication.
Cassia      It is purple in color = royalty. Grows in high altitude.

                 Heb word for “stoop down” = great humility

The anointing of God will only stay on you if you have meekness, dedication and humility.

1:3  Virgins =one who is pure and wholeheartedly follow Christ.
Rev 14:4  These are the ones who were not defiled with women, for they are 
                 virgins. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. 
                 These were redeemed from among men, being firstfruits to God and to
                  the Lamb.

2 Cor 11:2  For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed 
                   you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to 
                   Christ.

1:4   Draw me away!...deep longing to be drawn away by God.

Drawing is the sovereign power of God.

John 6:44  No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him;
                   and I will raise him up at the last day.

Everything starts with God (drawing) but desire(crying out) must come from us.

We must be the ones to cry out, “Draw me closer to You! Draw me to fresh new heights with You!”

One person receiving a touch from God can draw and influence others. The Shulamite woman is the leader. Her passion for God enthused the Daughters of Jerusalem to cry,” We will run (pursue) after you.” Note  me is changed to we.
Leadership is not about ability but the touch and anointing of God. When God touches a person who is 100% for Him, He will work a revival through this person. A whole generation can be changed through one person touched by God. David served the purpose of God in his generation. God moves when there is a kingdom attitude.

So, when God does the drawing, we must get ready to do the running, the pursuing, the pressing in. Our walk must be active. 

Ps 91:1  He who dwells I the secret place of the Most High……

God has many secrets and secret places. The secret chamber of God is not open to all. We cannot approach God with a careless attitude. We must press in boldly but we must also wait patiently for God.

Ps 40:1  I waited patiently for the Lord; And He inclined to me, And heard my
              cry.

We cannot approached God mechanically. God responds relationally and not by a formula. Key: Trust and Obey. Learn to hear from God and obey Him.

The Daughters of Jerusalem were rejoicing because when their leader had breakthrough, she brought everyone forward with her.

1:4 Rightly do they love you. We cannot appreciate and love God fully if our heart is not pure.  

1:5 …darkness speaks of sins and weaknesses in our life. The more conscious we are of God the more conscious we are of our sins (darkness).

Isaiah 6:1-5  Isaiah was already an established prophet, but in the presence of a holy God, he felt the need for greater consecration.
Holiness is both a position and a process. 
Holiness is both instantaneous and progressive.

The process of holiness is SANCTIFICATION.

Romans 1:7   To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints.

1. All Christians are loved by God.

2. All Christians are called. “Ekklesia”  = the called out ones. Called out f sins into His wonderful light.

3. All Christians are saints. “Hagios”=holy people.

In the OT, when something was given to the priest for God ie devoted to God, it became holy. Similarly, when we give our lives to Christ, we become holy. The more we yield our lives to God , the holier we become.

1:5  …dark but lovely… Kedar=son of Ishmael=son of the flesh=dark
       Tents = wandering

In our search for holiness, we cannot follow man-made rules.

       …curtains of Solomon.. These curtains are made of linen. Linen=righteousness.

Rev 19:8  …for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.

1:6 …the sun has tanned me… busy working.

      …mother’s sons=church leaders

      …vineyard= heart

The believer, working under pressure from the church leadership, soon neglects her own heart towards God resulting in frustration and dryness in her spiritual life.
Busy leaders beware!
Leaders are to pray, study the Word of God and seek God for revelation and impartation.  Keep watch over your soul.

Acts 20:28  Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which
                     the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of 
                     God which He purchased with His own blood
1:7  Tell me, O you whom I love…

Christianity is a  very vocal faith. Worshipping God is the best cure for people who are emotional shutdown.

The Shulamite woman is still spiritually hungry. She wants to find rest. 

..one who veils herself…   only a prostitute veils herself.. she feels abused.

Yet she has the discernment to seek and ask God.

Question: When we are dry, do we have discernment to seek God or do we run away from God?   
1:8  ….O fairest among women= the Shulamite woman

       Follow in the footsteps of the flock=follow those who really experience God; follow those who truly follow Jesus. Be where the true shepherds are. God is concerned that the Shulamite woman becomes critical of all leaders.                            
      And feed your little goats beside the shepherds’ tents..goats need discipline. While she needs nourishing and rest, God expects her to be serving as well. Discipleship is feeding. Don’t stop serving. Balance is the key.
1:9   filly = female horse. Solomon loved horses.

 Horses speak of speed, strength, energy and power. Pharaoh’s horses must have all these qualities and also must be docile and easy to discipline/ control.

To have a powerful and disciplined life:

-must have brokenness.

-well fed and treated well….proper nourishment.

-go through seclusion (period of preparation).

1:10  cheeks speak of love

         neck  speaks of strength.

         Gold  speaks of unchanging nature of God

Our love for God gives us godly strength that comes with the presence and power of God.

1:11  ornaments = borders around a crown. The gold goes through a period of breaking and molding before the borders around the crown can be made.

         Silver -( redemption    1 Peter 1:18
                    ( refining.

Glory of God will cover our glory but this comes about only after a period of breaking and molding.

1:12  table = provision for the believer. (1 Kings 4:22-23,27)
      Spikenard = lowly herb. Symbol of humility.

Humility is the key to anointing.
The Shulamite woman suddenly knows she carries the same anointing as the Lord when she comes into His presence. It is only possible to have God’s anointing when we spend time in His presence.

1:13  breasts = faith and love

As we go through this season when Jesus is not on earth, we must keep on loving Him and be steadfast in our faith.

1 Thess 5:8  But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate 
                     of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation.

1:14  henna blooms=white flowers that speak of joy

         Vineyard produces wine -( joy

         En Gedi (where David’s fortress was) = strength

Note the order:

         Myrrh(v13) ( henna blooms (vineyards of En Gedi                                       

         Meekness  ( Joy                  (strength

Meekness is not weakness. Moses was called the meekest man on earth.

1:15  God loves us. He calls us His love.

          Dove=bird without gall bladder. No bitterness in a dove. It can focus only on one thing at a time ( singleness of vision.

Heb 12:2   looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith….
Prov 3:5-6

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.

Focus on God. Bring everything you are doing before God and let Him guide you.

1:16  Throughout the song, the Shulamite does not address Solomon by his name. She calls him beloved….
         Bed = place of rest      green = pasture which speaks of nourishment
God ordained rest is very important. Ps 23:2

The Holy Spirit leads us into periods of rest where we can receive spiritual nourishment.

1:17    beams = support

           Houses = security

           Cedar = strength

           Rafters = roof /covering

           Fir = type of blood of Jesus

Our relationship with God is secured because covered by the blood of Jesus.

2:1    Rose of Sharon & Lily of the valleys = very ordinary flowers

Apart from God, we are just ordinary and insignificant.

2:2    thorns. These are a result of sin    (Gen 3:17-18)
Thorns are accursed things. Thorns prick you. God says He knows we are dwelling as a lily (type of holiness & beauty) amongst the thorns (hurtful people).

Holiness  =  separation from sin   +  joining to the Lord.

Paradox of holiness:

God separates us from sin, joins us to Himself yet sends us into a fallen world that is unholy and sinful.

It is a separation that will lead to penetration; not separation that will lead to isolation. NB: Cultural Mandate.
2:3  apple tree = citron tree. 

· It never loses its leaves during winter. God’s protection never fails even though you go through cold seasons of your life.

· Provides fruit all seasons= continuous spiritual sustenance.

Trees in the Bible = humanity    (Ps 1:3)
The Shulamite woman is saying, “ Lord, your worth to me is much greater than that of any human alive!”

Is Christ first in your life?
Great= tremendous uplifting

Isaiah 40:30-31

We renew our strength ( gets nourished) in God’s presence. If we do not spend time in God’s presence -( no strength.

2:4 - 5   The woman is overwhelmed and going to faint. As a young believer, sometimes we will come to a place where we do not have capacity to contain the fullness of God    -( but continue to press in to God.

2:6     At this point, Solomon (God) becomes her (our) support.

2:7   Daughters of Jerusalem=immature believers

Do not force them to love God more than what they are capable of. Recognize their limit. God can accept this. Love is honest. When you walk in truth, the better is your spiritual life. You need to grow in that love for God. 
Initial love of a believer:

-relatively free from trouble

-not very dependable

-love that needs to be tested and proven

-love that is not very deep (romantic love)

Most Christians are not used to being alone with God

Rev 2:1-5 Ephesus Church  = church that has lost its first love

 Hardworking, growing and persevering church but one that has lost its first love, Jesus. God takes away the revelation and anointing from them because these depend upon their love relationship with God.

Greatest delight must be in God.

God wants us to renew our first love

KEY to Song of Solomon (Part 1)

1:4  DRAW ME AWAY!
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